It is our 30th
Anniversary in Iraq!

Save the Children newsletter in celebration
of 30 years in Iraq
ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺔ إﻧﻘﺎذ اﻟﻄﻔﻞ

Hello colleagues,
We have been here for the last 30 years! We want to share the celebration of this special Save the Children achievement with you
through this newsletter in which we want to bring you closer to undersigning our priorities and work in Iraq, share with you some
exciting news, and provide you with useful information and recourse.
Who we are?
WE ARE the world's leading independent organisation for children.
- OUR VISION is a world in which every child attains the right
to survival, protection, development and participation.
- OUR MISSION is to inspire breakthroughs in the way the
world treats children, and to achieve immediate and lasting
change in their lives.
By 2030 Save the children aims focus on inspiring three specific
breakthroughs for children:

Survive

Learn

Be protected

No child dies from
preventable causes
before their fifth birthday

All children learn from a
quality basic education

Violence against children
is no longer tolerated

Everywhere we are, we will focus on reaching the most deprived and marginalised children.
We will do whatever it takes to ensure we leave no child behind.
In Iraq, Save the Children has operating since the 1991 making this year our 30 years anniversary in the country.
We are currently active in seven governorates (Baghdad, Erbil, Dohuk, Kirkuk, Diyala, Salah al-Din, Ninewa, and Basrah!) We
also have plans to expand to more locations across Iraq.

At national level, we co-lead the Education Cluster and Child Protection
Sub-Cluster with UNICEF member of the Country Task Force on Monitoring
and Reporting Mechanism on children affected by armed conflict. We are
currently active member in the Peace and Reconciliation Working Group, the
MHPSS Task Force, the Cash Working Group, the Returns Working Group, and
The Drought task force. At sub-national level SCI leads the Child Protection
working group in Kirkuk, the education clusters in Kirkuk and SAD, the WASH
clusters in Kirkuk and Diyala, and the Sinjar Returns Task Force.
Last year and in spite of the COVID-19 situation and the much
rememberable access crisis, Save the Children team managed to reach
189,714 child and a total number of 308,345 persons.

How do we do it in Iraq?
Children and youth count for around %60 of the population of Iraq. Save the Children seeks to meet the basic and immediate needs
of the children in Iraq through program and advocacy in:
Mental Health and Psychosocial
Support (MHPSS)

Child protection

Education

Helping vulnerable returnees, IDP’s have
access to specialized protection services,
basic services and community-based
interventions to address risks to their
physical safety, well-being and social
integration.

We work in schools with teachers and
learners as well as parents and
caregivers at home to ensure the child
has a supportive learning environment.
We are also a key actor on Early
Childhood Care and Development
(ECCD) and basic
primary education.

SC MHPSS activities help children
re-establish a sense of safety, create
social connections, regain a sense of
control, and develop a sense of hope –
key factors associated with positive
wellbeing and recovery.

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH)

Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL)

Social cohesion and peace-building

Around %40 of Iraqi youth are not in
education, employment or training. We
aim
to
provide
vulnerable,
conflict-affected families, particularly
youth and women, with the ability to
generate income and
assets in order to
improve their economic
well-being.

We strive to strengthen, invest in and
advance local capacities for peace
through targeted social cohesion
programming with communities affected
by conflict or grievances to increase
participation in pea
cebuilding activities and
build common visions for
cohesive futures across
identify groups.

Protect children affected by conflict and
natural disasters (including climate
change) lead a healthy and active life, by
protecting them from water and
sanitation borne diseases and ensuring
they are living in a
healthy clean environment
that contributes to their
development.

Through all our interventions we prioritise gender and inclusion.
This year we developed a three-year strategic plan (24-2022) focusing on the above-mentioned thematic areas as well as
additional focus on climate change!

Localisation & Partnerships
In Save the Children it is our belief that by shifting greater capacity,
resources and ownership to national and local actors, it will result in
more timely, appropriate and effective outcomes for children and
their communities and fulfil children’s rights.
Accordingly, we have made some progress on localisation and
partnership that we would like to share with you;
We and for a while now have an Operational Strategy for
Sustainable Partnerships and Localization in Iraq.
We also have Partnerships Manager! His name is Yeeshu Shukla.
At the moment we are in partnerships with not only UN Agenses,
and follow international NGOs but also with Iraq national NGOs
such as Sorouh, Sahara Economic Development Organization
(SEDO) Harikar, Legal Clinic Network (LNC) and we are looking
forward to extend the list.
Accordingly, if you are a national organization interested in
partnering with Save the children, please contact this email:
Partnerships.Iraq@savethechildren.org.

Children voices on Child Rights
(The UNCRC 30th anniversary video)
Click here to view it

More to celebrate with us: Iraq National Child Day
As communicated previously the Iraqi National Children Day Event that was planned to take
place on July 14th was postponed by the Federal Government, fortunately the celebration event
is back and will take place on August 8th! We as Save the Children take this privilege to invite you
again to this event that we are co-hosting with the Child Welfare Commission to mark Iraq’s
National Children Day. It will be an honor to have you with us in celebrating this significant day
with us and with the children of Iraq.
Kindly please be informed the event will be held on August 2021 ,8, from 10.00 am to 12.00 p.m.
at the Baghdad National Theatre. For ease of access please check the location here.
Let us know if you are joining by clicking here! Would be great to see you all there.

Under the patronage of H.E. Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Khadimi
&,
under the emblem

(Together we build a safer future for the children of Iraq)
The National Child Welfare Commission (CWC) in collaboration with Save the Children would like to invite you
to celebrate Iraq National Children Day.
The celebration will take place on August 8th, 2021 between 10:00 AM-12:00PM at the National Theatre in
the capital Baghdad.
We will be honoured to have you celebrate this especial day with us.
Dr. Adel Al-Rakabi
Minister of Labor and Social Affairs

Dr. Ishtiaq Mannan
Save the Children Country Director

“I DON'T WANT TO GO HOME...”
Nazik* is a six-years-old girl who lives with her parents and siblings in Sinuni town in the Sinjar District, Ninawa. During ISIS’s control of
Mosul, the family fled to the Kurdish Region of Iraq in search of safety.They stayed in Dohuk for two years before returning to their home
after the area was retaken from ISIS.
Nazik was born with disabilities and could not walk since then.Therefore, she needed her parents and siblings’ support to take her around
the house and outside. Due to this, she tended to stay at home most of the time. She was also timid and could not communicate well with
others. Therefore, she did not make any friends and was isolated from the world outside. Her mother, Aisha*, said, “Nazik was not going
out, she was shy, she had no friends and did not play outside like her peers.”
In 2019, Save the Children (SCI) opened an Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) center in their area, Nazik was registered
with other children at her age to attend the center in order to learn and benefit from the activities and programs implemented there.
SCI facilitators at the center said, “At the beginning, Nazik’s mother carried her and walked for over two kilometers so Nazik can attend
the center because she could not walk. During the first week, Nazik was feeling shy, had a very strange experience to be apart from home
for more than two hours, and to be among many people. But soon, she got used to the place, the children, and the facilitators. By the end
of the second week of attending the center, she expressed her willingness to her parents and family to continue attending the center every
day because she was feeling happy playing, learning, and having friends here. She was telling us, I do not want to go home, preferring to
stay in the ECCD and with us.”
Aisha said, “After Nazik attended the center, she became delighted, and she woke me up every early morning to prepare her to go to the
ECCD.”
The facilitators continued, “When Nazik entered the playing room for the first time, she was feeling thrilled to see such different games
and the colorfully decorated rooms. Nazik soon used to the center, made friends to play with; they supported her, and the facilitators took
care of her. As a result, she could learn quickly just like her peers and never had any issues not allowing her from attending the center or
school like other children in her village.”

“After Nazik attended the
“ center, she became delighted,
and she woke me up every
early morning to prepare her
to go to the ECCD.” Said Aisha

Aisha* said, “After attending the ECCD center for a few weeks, Nazik’s attitudes changed positively. She became socialized with others
and made friends whom she sometimes mentions their names to me.” She continued, “This is the first time that Nazik insists on going
somewhere outside of the home and stay.”
After a while, the facilitators at the center noticed that Nazik was not attending anymore. Accordingly, they visited her at home and found
out that her mother is busy and cannot bring her to the center. Also, Nazik didn't have a wheelchair to come to the center to enjoy her
time playing and learning with her peers. Therefore, the SCI team coordinated with other service providers working in the area providing
support to people with special needs. Eventually, a wheelchair was given to Nazik by a generous donator, enabling Nazik to come to the
center again, continue her learning, and enjoy her time with her peers.
In 2020, the ECCD center closed down because of COVID19-, however, Nazik’s facilitators kept supporting her through learning games,
stationery, and sessions of “Ready to Learn at home” to the mother to support her child. Nazik says, “My mom is my teacher now; she
cares about me a lot, makes me delicious food, and lets me help her with preparing the food.” Nazik couldn't attend 2020's school-year
due to COVID19- restrictions and access issues, but her family is willing to send her to school for 2021's school-year like all children in
her age.

We are care, so we share
To make ourself extra useful for you, we are
sharing the following with you and we hope you
find it useful.
Married by Exception: Child marriage
policies in the Middle East and North Africa (here)
CASE STUDY REPORT Climate change and
Conflict as mutually reinforcing drivers of
climate mobility in Iraq’s dryland settings
(attached)
CRC booklet & CRC game (attached)
We also have lots of IEC materials &
messages on Child protection, Education, & MHPSS
that we will gladly share with you.

Finally, we would like to thank you again for celebrating this joyous occasion with us.
We hope you enjoyed your read.
Our sincere regards,

Building a better world for and with children
Iraq, 2021

Don’t forget to follow us to keep yourself update on our work

