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Roundtable Discussion on Journalism
Status & Influence of Media on
Social Cohesion Conducted in the
Presence of Government
Officials & Authorities

Distributed by CDO, 2000
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Donated by the Sulaymaniyah Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
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2000 Families Received Food Packages
Donated by the Sulaymaniyah Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
and Distributed by CDO

A few days before Ramadan
Eid, the CDO distribution teams
successfully distributed 2000
food parcels. The campaign
took place in Sulaymaniyah City
and its surroundings with
priority afforded to those living
in rented houses and unable to
feed their families as well as
families with disability and
chronic disease members.

The President of
Sulaimaniyah Chamber
of Commerce and
ndustry (SCCI)
Mr. Sirwan Muhammad
in a statement to several media
outlets appreciated the contribution
of CDO and their important role in
delivering the food packages in a
short period of time.

1

The beneficiaries have been
identified because of their
vulnerability due to losing
traditional
sources
of
income and living under
poverty. They look happy
while receiving food packs at
this difficult time
Koraw Aziz
Emergency Unit Supervisor at CDO

Ramadan is a particularly difficult
time as the food is more
expensive and my husband is not
able to work as much as he
normally does, because it is hard
labour and he is fasting

Said a woman while happily
receiving her food package
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CDO Provided New Clothes Among Needy
Ahead of Ramadhan Eid

In a novel concept of bringing people to help underprivileged, CDO as part of
its annual campaign, distributed Eid clothing over 64 vulnerable children
living in the rural areas of Sulaymaniyah.

Rozha Gharib
the Projects Coordinator at CDO, stated
Under the project, prepaid
clothing packages were given
to the families, each valued at
30.000 IQD. Some clothes
stores had been contracted in
advance to provide the clothes
that match each family’s
children

The
recipient
families
expressed their happiness
with the gift from CDO,
which enabled them to
bring new clothes for their
children, at a time when
everyday life is becoming
so difficult that they cannot
afford to purchase new
clothes due to expensive
prices.
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My Abilities Project

My Abilities is an education project that
provides a one-week training for primary
school students aiming to strengthen their
abilities.

Humanitarian
principles

Coexistence

76
3

History of
Iraq and
Kurdistan

In April,
students from
primary schools have
joined the program.
The main topics of
this month were:

Protecting
environment

76 students
36 M
40 F

Minorities’
rights

Using
technology in
a proper
way
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Establishment and Capacity
Building for Young Media
Professionals forums to
Promote Social Cohesion II
Funded by the German Development Cooperation, is implemented by CDO,
METRO Center, the Jordan Center for Defending Freedom of Journalists
(CDFJ), and supported by UNDP.
Roundtable Discussion on Journalism Status
& Influence of Media on Social Cohesion
During April, an important roundtable
discussion was held in Erbil. Authorities
and officials were present including KRG
spokesperson, KRI parliament speaker
consultant, KRG deputy prime minister
spokesperson, KRG minister of culture
consultant, Kurdistan region minister for
components affair file, director of
components in ministry of endowments,
head of media department/ Erbil Technical
institute, Deputy president of Kurdistan
journalist syndicate. Prominent Kurdish
media outlets covered the event on TV and
social media.

The followers on social media
platforms raised, Tanoua Fb
page followers increased
from 3,800 to 4,142 and the
most viewed video reached
5.7K. This a good indication
of success and achieving our
targets in the project

Naz Aras
Project Manager
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Publishing Media Product on Tanoua Website
April marked publication of 122 media products on Tanoua website, from
the participants of Duhok, Nainawa, Sulaimanyah, Kirkuk, Salahadin,
Diyala, Thiqar , Baghdad, Najaf and Basra. In general, the website aims to
improve the enabling environment for peace and social cohesion
throughout Iraq by addressing institutional frameworks, local mechanisms
and actions, institutional and individual capacities, inter-group and
state-citizen relations, and conflict-sensitive responses.

The roundtable discussion
provides an opportunity for
different stakeholders to
discuss the necessity of
media and journalism on
improving social cohesion
and peacebuilding in the Iraqi
community as it’s the biggest
objective of our project
Bakhtyar Ahmed
General Director of CDO
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Raising Awareness
on the Risks of
Irregular Migration
Implemented by CDO
in partnership with ICMPD and MRC

CDO, with the International Centre for
Migration Policy Development (ICMDP)
and the Migrant Resource Centre (MRC),
continues launching public information
campaign to raise awareness among
potential Iraqi migrants about the
dangers associated with irregular
migration. The campaign is aimed at
countering misconceptions surrounding
irregular migration and life abroad, while
publicizing relevant information on
possibilities for regular migration through
legal channels.
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930
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Based on the results of an initial
survey, the campaign targets
young men between the ages of
16 and 40 in city centers and the
rural areas. The campaign also
targets families who are likely to
contribute to the men’s decision
to migrate – usually their parents
Banyan F. Mahmood
Project Manager at CDO

individuals have been approached
through 30 face-to-face sessions in
Sulaymaniyah, Erbil, Kirkuk, Halabja,
Garmyan
Administration
and
Salahadin.
young
leaders
with
well-known
reputation in the community and social
platforms have delivered 6 Facebook
live sessions. They are either MA
holders in business consulting, MP,
director of NGOs and CSOs, successful
social media influencers or general
managers. The online and live sessions
on CDO’s social media has reached
46,000 people.
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Greening Up 50 Hectares
of Goizha Mountain
An environmental project implemented by
CDO and funded by Asiacell Company

Prevention of Wildland Fire: Fireline Construction
Fireline is break in fuel, made by cutting,
scraping, or digging. CDO and Aisacell, in
their mutual efforts, to protect Goizha
Mountain from fire, established firebreak
lines for 66,400 Meter Square zone of the
project targeted area. The project team
provided high quality flame-resistant
clothing to the labors to ensure their
safety during the process.

We have used Roundup
Energy liquid which is a
formulation containing %25
more active ingredient than
standard glyphosate. It gives
a more efficient uptake
through the plant to the roots,
where weed-killing power is
needed most
Rozha Gharib
Projects Coordinator
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Dry Weather Coming: Proper Irrigation Plans
The project's agricultural consultant, and the environment monitors, after
conducting as assessment, successfully implemented the first watering
process for the plants, after the end of raining season. Through the previously
established irrigation system, which was recently fixed due to maintenance
issues, the projects targeted zone was provided with 200,000 Liters of water.
Watering the plants of Goizha Mountain is part of the tools of guaranteeing the
project’s sustainable goals.

To
irrigate
thoroughly,
enough water should be
applied to penetrate about 6
inches into the soil. Applying
about an inch of water to
medium-textured
soils
generally will accomplish
this. We will ensure provision
of water supplies during the
upcoming hot season
Dr. Ali Othman Muhammed
Agricultural Consultant
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Earth Day: Promoting Harmony with Nature
A One-Day Campaign to Clean Up Goizha Mountain in Sulaymaniyah
Each year on April 22, more than a billion
people celebrate Earth Day to protect the
planet from effects such as pollution and
deforestation. On this day, CDO
announced a one-day campaign to clean
up the targeted greened zone from waste
and garbage caused by local visitors or
external tourist. 20 labors, including the
project team, participated in the
campaign.
The first Earth Day was celebrated in
1970, when a United States senator from
Wisconsin
organized
a
national
demonstration to raise awareness about
environmental issues. Rallies took place
across the country and, by the end of the
year, the U.S. government had created the
Environmental Protection Agency. By
1990, Earth Day was an event celebrated
by more than 140 countries around the
globe.
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The Legal Service Department
Provision of Legal Aid in Humanitarian Setting
CDO provides legal representation, legal consultation, advocacy and follow
up for refugees, internally displaced persons and the host community.

In April, the lawyers of CDO, have provided legal assistance to 29 clients
from the communities of Syrian, Iranian refugees and Iraqi displaced
persons. In addition, 51 beneficiaries have been provided with necessary
legal consolation based on their needs.

International legal instruments confirm
that all human beings are entitled to the
fundamental rights of equality before
the law, equal protection of the law,
information is also essential to
individuals and communities and
access to effective remedies by a
competent tribunal. Standard Operating
Procedures for legal services provided
by any organization should be based on
these principles and provisions, as well
as on the relevant national legislation
Abubakr Raof
Lawyer
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Issuing Residence Permission
for Syrian Refugees
The Sulaymaniyah Residency Department, with facilitation of CDO, has
issued residence cards for 1,205 families. The document is a one-year
renewable residency permit after obtaining both the results of the blood test
and security forces (Assayesh) clearance.

The issuing or renewing process
takes place at the head office of
CDO in Sulaymaniyah. CDO
provides possible facilitation to
support refugees and asylum
seekers
obtain
necessary
documents.

13

Non-Formal Education Project
As part of the activities of Non-Formal Education Project, the NFE facilitators
of CDO organized 6 activity events for 131 children aged between 9 to 12 at
schools located in rural areas. Techniques to promote relaxation for kids,
story reading, stories on honesty, subject-specific learning such as health
and hygiene education and some energizer activities were the main focus of
the activities.

NFE is a project implemented by CDO and Public Aid Organization (PAO) in
partnership with France-libertés Fondation Danielle Mitterrand and the
Ministry of Youth and Culture.
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The Development Unit
As financial crisis arises in the country, public schools suffer from shortage
of supplies. Based on one of the concepts of CDO, which is promoting school
attendance and retention of the most vulnerable children, the Development
Unit supports the public schools through providing basic supplies for the
enhancement of courses in the classroom.
Gulzar Tariq
Supervisor of the Development Unit
in a statement
each school kit includes a
backpack,
pencils,
notebook,
crayons, erasers, sharpeners,
highlighters, protractor, ruler,
paper with varying contents
depending on the school grade.
This might not be a problem for all,
but for some this list creates stress
and financial hardship

A teacher at one of the public schools
supported by CDO, in a statement
to the Media Department
Projects in school can translate into better
lives for families in extreme poverty. A
student can learn to research hygiene
from a textbook, and share this
information,
reducing
disease
and
increasing life expectancy. A child can
learn to use a pencil and paper to manage
finances and plan for new sources of
income. Education and its resources
encourage a lifetime of problem-solving
for young learners
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Short News
CDO, in cooperation with ICSHD, conducted two
seminars on the importance of reading to
support individuals take better steps and
handwriting styles. The seminars are part of the
cultural events that are conducted on a weekly
basis at the head office of CDO.

The General Director of CDO participates in an
international conference in Turkey on improving
migration management in the silk routes.

On the occasion of the 124th anniversary of the
emergence of the first Kurdish newspaper in the
name of (Kurdistan) in 1898, a special ceremony
was organized by CDO, Kurdistan Journalist
Syndicate\Sulaymaniyah Branch and Sulaimani
Polytechnic University.

The risks of cyber-attack and issues caused by
social media network, is increasing in Iraq. As a
part of its efforts to raise awareness, several
seminars were conducted at Kirkuk’s office of
CDO. This time, the sessions targeted secondary
and high schools in Kirkuk city.

In a meeting with Brigadier General Aso Sheikh
Taha, Sulaymaniyah provincial Police Director,
and Mr. Captain Sarkawt Ahmed, the spokesman
for the Sulaymaniyah Police, CDO discussed
issues related to increasing killing of women in
the Kurdish society. CDO calls for arresting th
perpetrators who have escaped from court
punishment. In addition, the possibilities and
importance of organizing training for police
officers by the NGOs were discussed and
planned.
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CDO Partners

